
















 

 

Table 1 

Summary of Categories of Violence Perpetrated Against Intimate Partners 

 
Category Definition Possible Intervention Possibility of 

Confusion 
 

Battering 
 
An ongoing patterned use of 
intimidation, coercion, and 
violence to establish and 
maintain dominance over an 
intimate partner. 

 
a) Change beliefs 
b) Create legal and social  

consequences 
c) Provide external monitoring 
d) Create equality of gender 

roles 
e) Organize communities to 

intervene and end violence 
against women 

 
Can often be 
confused with 
situational violence 
and treated as less 
dangerous than it is.  
In any incidence of 
violence, therefore, it 
is important to 
investigate the pattern 
of ongoing violence. 
 

 
Resistive/ 
reactive 
violence 

 
Violence used by victims to 
resist domination, end battering, 
retaliate against abuse, and 
establish some parity in 
relationships.  
 

 
a) Create new options  
b) End battering 
c) Provide resources and 

recourses 

 
Often mistaken as 
battering and/or anti-
social violence. 

 
Situational 
violence 

 
Violence used to achieve goals 
without any pattern of control, 
intimidation, and domination.   
 

 
a) Create behavioral options 
b) Resolve issues instigating 

conflict  
c) Provide counseling 
 

 

 
Pathological 

violence 

 
Violence arising from mental 
illness, neurological damage, 
physical disorder, substance 
abuse, etc. 
 

 
a) Provide treatment 
b) Create alternative behavior 
c) Create consequences 

 

 
Anti-social 

violence 

 
Violence arising out of 
personality disorder.  It is 
usually generalized across 
situations. 

 
a) Create consequences 
b) Provide external monitoring 
c) Provide structured treatment 

and therapy 
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