Praxis Safety and Accountability Audit
Sample Policy and Forms Checklist

The following texts might be collected and examined in a criminal legal system Safety Audit. These policies, in turn, may suggest related forms that an Audit Coordinator will gather and provide to the team. What gets collected and used will depend on the scope and question. Not every criminal legal system Audit needs to examine every policy listed here. A Safety Audit examining child custody and visitation, or one looking at advocacy practices, will have a different list of policies and forms to gather.
(
General domestic violence policies and interagency agreements

(
Risk assessment

(
911 and Dispatch response to domestic violence dispatch calls

(
Initial police response (i.e., patrol officer response) to domestic violence

· Evidence collection 

· Follow up investigation on domestic violence crime

· Response of any specialized domestic violence unit 

(
Report writing in domestic violence incidents
(
Mandatory or pro-arrest of domestic violence suspect

(
Predominant aggressor in domestic violence incident

(
Pre-trial release decisions and conditions in domestic violence cases

(
Jail practices in domestic violence cases (e.g., classification, visitation, phone usage, work release) 

(
Prosecution of domestic violence cases

(
Court or judicial handling of criminal or civil domestic violence matters

(
Court clerk contact response to protection order/restraining order petitioners
(
Pre-sentence investigations in domestic violence cases
(
Sentencing for domestic violence defendants

(
Probation supervision of domestic violence defendants

· System-based advocacy for domestic violence victims (e.g., victim liaison or victim-witness assistance in a police department or prosecutor’s office)
Community-based advocacy (e.g., victim advocacy through a battered women’s shelter)

(
Batterers’ intervention program policies regarding domestic violence defendants (e.g., initial appointments, assessments, attendance, violations)

(
Batterers’ intervention program policies regarding domestic violence victims (e.g., information gathering, contacts, informing of threats or danger)
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